
RECALL ELECTIONS 

Packet contents: Instructions; photocopy of current laws; and recall petition form. 

1. Complete the top portion of the recall petition, including: 
•Governor’s name 

• Full name of official being recalled. 
•Complete title of official being recalled; if the official is a municipal officer, include the name of 

the municipality. 
•Parish (es) name; include all parishes in voting area. 
•Full name and address of Chairman 

•Full name and address of Vice-Chairman 

2. File a photocopy of the recall petition with Secretary of State 
Elections Division P.O. Box 94125 Baton    Rouge, LA 
70804         

3. Secretary of State's office will send an acknowledgment letter to the Chairman listed on the petition, 
indicating the date that the copy was filed with the Secretary of State. 

4. Secretary of State's office will notify the Registrar(s) of Voters in each parish in which the recall 
election is to be held. 

5. All signatures must be handwritten. The petition must be signed by not less than 331/3 percent of the 
total electors of the voting area; however, where there are fewer than 1,000 qualified electors within the 
voting area, the petition must be signed by not less than 40 percent of electors. To determine the total 
number of electors in the voting area, contact the Registrar(s) of Voters. 

6. The signed and dated recall petition must be submitted to the Registrar(s) of Voters for each parish 
within the voting area not later than 180 days after the day on which the copy of the petition was 
filed with the Secretary of State. 
(See #3 above) 

 

 

nlu: lasos: election data recall packet instructions (revised 4/13/04) 



Excerpts from 

The Louisiana Election Code 

Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes 

 

CHAPTER 6-C. RECALL ELECTIONS 
 
 
 
§1300.1. Recall authorized 
 
 
Any public officer, excepting judges of the courts of record, may be recalled in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter. 
However, no recall petition may be submitted for certification to or accepted for certification by the registrar of voters or any 
other official if less than six months remain in the term of office. 
 

Acts 1992, No. 949, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1993. 

 

§1300.2. Petition for recall election; campaign finance disclosure 
 
 
A. (l) Whenever the recall of any public officer is sought, a petition shall be directed to the governor. The petition 

shall be limited to the request that an election be called and held in the voting area for the purpose of recalling the officer. No 
recall petition shall seek an election for the recall of more than one public officer, individually, in the same recall petition. 

 
(2) The secretary of state shall provide a form approved by the attorney general to be used for the petition for a recall 

election. Such form shall be in conformity with the provisions of this Chapter and R.S. 18:3. All recall petitions shall be on 
an approved form or on a form which contains the same information as required by the approved form and any petition not 
on such a form shall be invalid. 

 
B. All signatures on recall petitions shall be handwritten. This petition shall be signed by a number of the electors of 

the voting area as will in number equal not less than thirty-three and one-third percent of the number of the total electors of 
the voting area wherein and for which a recall election is petitioned; however, where fewer than one thousand qualified 
electors reside within the voting area, the petition shall be signed by not less than forty percent of said electors. 

 
C.(l) Prior to the entering of any signatures on a petition, the chairman designated to represent the petitioners shall file 

with the secretary of state a copy of the recall petition which will be used and upon receipt of the recall petition the 
secretary of state shall endorse thereon the fact and the date of filing. A copy shall be transmitted by the secretary of state to 
the registrar of voters for each parish in which the recall election is to be held. The chairman shall list on the petition every 
parish which is wholly or partially within the voting area in which the recall election is to be held. The petition shall be 
deemed filed when it is received in the office of the secretary of state, or at the time it is postmarked by the United States Postal 
Service or is receipted on a return receipt request form, if it is subsequently received in the office of the secretary of state. 



 
(2) The signed and dated petition shall be submitted to the registrar of voters for each parish within the voting area not 

later than one hundred eighty days after the day on which the copy of the petition was filed with the secretary of state; 
however, where fewer than one thousand qualified electors reside within the voting area, the petition shall be submitted to 
the registrar of voters not later than ninety days after the day on which the copy of the petition is filed with the secretary 
of state. If the final day for submitting the signed and dated petition falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the 
deadline for filing such petition shall be on the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. 

 
(3) The chairman shall file notice with the registrar on the third day before the petition is submitted to the registrar 

that he will submit the petition and the date of such submission, unless such submission is made within three days prior to 
the expiration of the period for submitting such petition. Such notice of submission shall be a public record. If the notice filed 
with the registrar on the third day before the petition is submitted includes a date for submitting the signed and dated 
petition which falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, the registrar shall so inform the chairman and advise the 
chairman of the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday and on which the petition is to be 
submitted. 

 
D. Each elector, at the time of signing the petition, shall enter his address and the date on which he signed beside or 

underneath his signature; however, if a person is unable to write, as provided in R.S. 18:1300.4, the two witnesses shall date 
their signatures. In addition, each petition shall be in compliance with the provisions of R.S. 18:3. In determining the number 
of qualified electors who signed the petition in any parish, the registrar of voters shall not count any signature which is 
undated or bears a date prior to the date on which the copy of the petition initially was filed with the secretary of state or 
after the date of the submission of the petition to the registrar except as otherwise provided in R.S. 18:1300.3(B). The 
registrar shall not receive or certify a petition submitted to him for certification unless it is submitted to him timely. 
 
E. The secretary of state shall notify the Supervisory Committee on Campaign Finance Disclosure of the filing of a copy 
of a recall petition to be used to seek the recall of a public officer, including the date of such filing, the officer who is the 
subject of the petition, and the names and addresses of the chairman and vice chairman designated on the petition. The 
Campaign Finance Disclosure Act shall be applicable to persons supporting or opposing the recall of a public officer as 
provided in R.S. 18:1486. 
 
Amended by Acts 1968, No. 590, §l;Acts 1977, No. 473, §l;Acts 1979, No. 148, §l;Acts 1984, No. 672, §1; Acts 1985, No. 754, §1; Acts 1986, No. 
669, §1; Acts 1988, No. 909, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1995, No. 555, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1996; Acts 1995, 
No. 1046, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 2001, No. 1032, §7; Acts 2002,1st Ex. Sess., No. 130, §1, eff. April 23, 2002; Acts 2003, No. 1220, §1, eff. Jan. 
1, 2004. 
 
NOTE: See Acts 2001, No. 1032, §17. 

 

§1300.3. Certification of registrar of voters; addition or withdrawal of signatures; form of names 
 
A. The registrar of voters of each parish in the voting area wherein a recall election is sought shall certify on the recall 
petition, within fifteen working days after it is presented to him for that purpose, the number of names appearing 
thereon, the number of qualified electors of the voting area within the parish whose handwritten signatures appear on 
the petition, and also the total number of electors of the voting area within the parish as of the date of the filing of 
the petition with the secretary of state. However, if any parish wholly or partially within the voting area has more than 
fifty thousand registered voters, the registrar of voters for each parish within the voting area shall complete such 
certification on the recall petition within twenty working days after it is presented to him for that purpose. Each registrar 
also shall indicate on the petition the names appearing thereon who are not electors of the voting area. Each person who 
participates in the review of the names on the petition for certification by the registrar as required in this Section shall 
initial each of those portions of the petition which he reviews for certification by the registrar. 
 
B.(l) The registrar of voters shall honor the written request of any voter who either desires to have his handwritten 
signature stricken from the petition or desires to have his handwritten signature added to the petition at any time after 
receipt of the signed petition as provided in R.S. 18:1300.2 (C) but prior to certification of the petition or within five 
days after receipt of such signed petition, whichever is earlier. The written request of the voter shall include the 



name and address of the voter, the signature of the voter, and the date. 
 
(2) Upon the signature of the voter, the written request of the voter to have his signature stricken or added to the recall 
petition shall be a public record. Any person in possession of such a written request shall be the custodian thereof. The 
voter or any other person who is the custodian of the written request shall transmit the written request to the registrar 
of voters for each parish within the voting area by mail or directly by hand, immediately upon signature of the voter or 
upon receipt of the signed, written request. 
 
C. When there is no registrar of voters, or deputy registrar of voters in any parish, or in case of the absence or inability 
of that officer, the clerk of the district court of the parish shall execute the certificate. Immediately after the recall 
petition is certified a copy of the petition shall be made and the original recall petition shall be sent to the governor by the 
officer executing the certificate. Such copy shall be retained in the office of the registrar of voters in each parish affected 
by the petition and shall be a public record. 
 
D. When any officer designated in this Chapter refuses to execute the certificates provided for, any signer of a recall 
petition, or the chairman or vice chairman designated to represent the signers, may compel the execution of the 
certificates by summary process in the district court having jurisdiction over the officer. 
 
E. The registrar of voters shall comply with the provisions of R.S. 18:3(C) when determining the number of qualified 
electors of the voting area who signed the petition. 
 
Amended by Acts 1952, No. 127, §16; Acts 1975, No. 338, §l;Acts 1977, No. 473, §l;Acts 1980, No. 247, §1; Acts 1982, No. 166, §1, eff. July 14,1982. 
Acts 1984, No. 672, §1; Acts 1985, No. 754, §1; Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, eff. Jan. 1,1990; Acts 1992, No. 949, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 
555, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1996; Acts 2001, No. 1032, §7; Acts 2003, No. 1220, §1, eff. Jan. I, 2004. 
 
NOTE: See Acts 2001. No. 1032, §17. 

 

§1300.4. Signature to recall petition 
 
 
No person may sign any name to a recall petition other than his own, except in a case where a person is unable to write, 
in which case the incapacitated person shall affix his mark to the petition and the person circulating the petition shall 
affix the name and address of the incapacitated person, as well as the date on which the incapacitated person affixed 
his mark to the petition, provided he does so in the presence of two witnesses who shall also sign their names as 
witnesses to the mark. 
 
Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1988. 

 

§1300.5. Chairman and vice chairman designated in petition; petition designated as a public record 
 
 
A. The recall petition shall designate a chairman to act for the signers of the petition in all matters, and a vice 
chairman to act on order of the chairman or in case of the death, disability, absence, or resignation of the chairman. 
The petition shall include the full name and residence address of the chairman and the vice chairman. The chairman 
and vice chairman each shall be a qualified voter in the voting area from which the public official whose recall is 
being sought is elected. 
 
B. Upon the signature of the first elector, the recall petition, including the name, address, and signature of each elector 
who has signed thereon, shall be a public record. The chairman, or the vice chairman when acting as the chairman, shall 
be the custodian thereof. The petition and the custodian shall be subject to all of the provisions of R.S. 44:31 et seq. 
 



C. Upon the filing of the petition pursuant to R.S. 18:1300.2(C)(2), the chairman, or the vice chairman when acting as 
chairman, shall no longer be the custodian thereof. 
 
Acts 1989, No. 727, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 2001, No. 21, §1. 

 

§1300.6. Acts prohibited; penalty 
 
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to circulate recall petitions or seek handwritten signatures to a recall petition within any 
polling place being used in an election on election day or within any place wherein absentee voting is being conducted, or 
within a radius of six hundred feet of the entrance to any polling place being used in an election on election day or any place 
wherein absentee voting is being conducted. 
 
B. Whoever violates any provision of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or be imprisoned 
for not more than six months, or both. On a second offense or any succeeding offense, the penalty shall be a fine 
of not more than one thousand dollars or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. 

 
Acts 1993, No. 219, §1; Acts 2001, No. 1032, §7.  
NOTE: See Acts 2001, No. 1032, §17. 

 

§1300.7. Governor to order election; proclamation; publication 
 
 
A. If the required number of qualified electors of the voting area sign the petition for recall, the governor shall issue a 

proclamation ordering an election to be held for the purpose of voting on the question of the recall of the officer. The total 
number of registered voters in the voting area and the total number of registered voters in the voting area signing the petition 
shall be calculated from the totals on the certificates of all of the registrars of voters received by the governor. The 
governor shall issue such proclamation within fifteen days after he receives the certified petitions from all of the registrars of 
voters in the voting area who have received petitions for certification. The proclamation shall order the election to be 
held on the next available date specified in R.S. 18:402(F). If the election is to be held on a primary election date, the 
proclamation shall be issued on or before the last day for candidates to qualify in the election. If the election is not to be held 
on a primary election date, then the proclamation shall be issued on or before the forty-sixth day prior to the election. 

 
B. Immediately after the issuance of the proclamation, the governor shall publish the proclamation in the official 

journal of each parish in which the election is to be held. Within twenty-four hours after issuing the proclamation, the 
governor shall send a copy of the petition and proclamation, by registered or certified mail, to the clerk of the district court 
for each parish in which the election is to be held. If the election is to be held in Orleans Parish, the city of New Orleans, the 
copy of the petition and proclamation shall be mailed to the clerk of the criminal district court. A copy of the petition and 
proclamation also shall be sent to the secretary of state. Within twenty-four hours after he receives the copies, the secretary of 
state shall notify all other election officials having any duty to perform in connection with a recall election, including the 
parish board of election supervisors for the parish or parishes in which the election is held. 

 
Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §2, eff.July 6,1978; Acts 1988, No. 909, §1, eff.Jan. 1,1989; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 

1992, No. 949, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 555, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1996; Acts 1997, No. 1420, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1998. 

 

§1300.8. Voting area 
 
 
A. The voting area for an election to recall an officer is the area which composes the state, district, parish, 



municipality, or ward that the officer represents as of the date the petition is filed with the secretary of state. 
 
B. This area is the basis on which to determine whether the handwritten signatures to the recall petition are sufficient and 

proper; the number of handwritten signatures required is determined by calculation of the number of electors of the voting 
area as set forth in R.S. 18:1300.2. 

 
Acts 1995, No. 555, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1996; Acts 2001, No. 1032, §7.  
NOTE: See Acts 2001, No. 1032, §17. 

 

§1300.9. Recall elections, conduct in accordance with Election Code 
 
 
Elections for the recall of any public officer shall be held under and in accordance with the applicable provisions of the 

Louisiana Election Code, except as otherwise specifically provided in this Chapter. 
 
Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §2, eff. July 6, 1978. 
 
 

 §1300.10. Commissioners of election 
 

 
The parish board of election supervisors shall name the three commissioners who shall compose the 
three election commissioners. 

 
Acts 1988, No. 907, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989. 

 

§1300.11. Preparation of ballots; marking of ballots 
 

 
The ballots at recall elections shall be provided and supplied in the same manner as the ballots for general elections, 
and in accordance with general election laws, except as provided in this Chapter. The top of the ballot shall provide 
in large capital letters: 

 
"SPECIAL ELECTION FOR THE RECALL OF _________________ (Here state name and title of the officer whose 

recall is at issue.)" 
 

Then shall follow the number and name of the election district and the location of the polling place. Then shall follow 
the dates of the election. Then shall follow, in separate lines on the ballot, the following: 

 
“FOR the Recall.___ 

 
AGAINST the Recall. ___ ” 

 
After the words "FOR the Recall", shall be a blank square, and after the words "AGAINST the Recall", shall be a blank 
square. The ballot shall provide instructions for voting. 

 
Amended by Acts 1981, No. 77, §1, eff. June 26, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 166, §1, eff. July 14, 1982; Acts 2002, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 130, §1, 
eff. April 23, 2002. 

 



§1300.12. Results of election 
 

 
The majority of the votes cast shall determine the result of the recall election. If the proposition for the recall does not 
receive a majority of the votes cast, the effort to recall shall have failed. Votes shall be tabulated and returns made, 
declared, and promulgated as at a general election. 

 
Acts 1995, No. 555, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1996. 

 

§1300.13. Declaration of vacancy 
 

 
When the majority is in favor of the recall, the public officer is, ipso facto, recalled and removed from office, and the office 
shall be vacated upon receipt by the secretary of state of certified returns from all of the parish boards of election 
supervisors within the jurisdiction, and the office shall be filled as in the case of ordinary vacancies and according to 
the constitution and laws of the state. A public officer who has been recalled and removed from office shall not be 
appointed to succeed himself in the office from which he was recalled and removed. 

 
Amended by Acts 1979, No. 229, §2, eff. July 13, 1979; Acts 1999, No. 254, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2000. 

 

§1300.14. Failure of recall 
 

 
In case any election is called and held for the purpose of deciding upon whether or not any public officer shall be 
recalled, and at the election the effort to recall fails, then no election shall be held to recall the same officer within 
eighteen months from date of the election at which the recall failed to carry. 

 

§1300.15. Recall proceedings involving governor or Secretary of State 

  

In all cases where the governor's office is involved in a recall election, the Secretary of State shall issue the 
proclamation and act in all matters where it is made the duty of the governor to act, and in case the office of Secretary 
of State is involved, then the governor shall act instead of the Secretary of State. 

 

§1300.16. Penalty 
 
 
Whoever violates any provision of this Chapter shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than one 

thousand dollars, and imprisoned for not less than thirty days nor more than ninety days.§1300.17. Right to contest 
preserved 

 
Nothing contained in this Chapter shall be construed to deny to any public officer recalled, or iWhose recall is sought, the 

right to contest the recall, or any proceedings in relation thereto, in any court of competent jurisdiction, for fraud or other 
illegality. The procedural provisions of Chapter 9, Part I, of this Code shall be applicable to such actions. 

 
Acts 1986, No. 669, §1. 
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